THE ICAIE 9-11 STATEMENT
AGAINST TERRORISM,
ILLICIT ECONOMIES, AND
THREAT CONVERGENCE
Countering Terrorism, Illicit Economies, and Converging Threats across borders to safeguard
international peace, justice, national security, sustainability and economic prosperity

Today, communities across the United States, and globally, remember the victims of the 9-11 terrorist attacks.
Twenty years ago, cowardice and horrifying acts of terrorism took almost 3,000 innocent lives and inflamed
insecurity and cross-border violence in a clash of civilizations. The victims included not only Americans, but
nationals from nearly half of the countries of the world. The 9-11 attacks changed the world and brought
attention to the new realities and externalities posed by today’s global cross-border security threats and shocks.
We live in a time of insecurity, from the COVID-19 pandemic to the corruptive influence of violent criminal
organizations and terrorist groups to the destructive consequences of climate change, illicit trade, and the
proliferation and illicit trafficking of Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD).
The global threat environment is characterized by crime convergence that imperils our collective security – the
merging and blending of an ever-expanding array of bad actors and threat networks. In an inter-connected
world, terrorist organizations, transnational illicit networks, kleptocracies, and their complicit facilitators
profit from illicit economies, corrupt fragile government institutions, penetrate and criminalize markets, and
impact the security of all societies. These bad actors disguise and launder the proceeds of their illegal activities
and plundered assets with impunity, exploiting anonymous shell companies, abusing the global financial
system, and employing new technologies to further more criminalities, and leveraging the gains of
globalization to finance greater harms and malign operations.
Today, we must digest the lessons learned from our past 20 years to better safeguard our homeland across
sectors, open markets, and societies from such cross-border threats with a firm resolve to counter terrorism,
illicit economies, crime convergence, and threat finance towards international peace, justice, national security,
sustainability, and economic prosperity.

Reaffirming our unequivocal condemnation of the terrorist attacks which took place in New York, Washington, D.C.
and Pennsylvania on September 11, 2001, and expressing our determination to support responsible public institutions,
law enforcement agencies, and security authorities in the prevention of all such criminal and terrorist acts in the
future,
Deeply concerned by the increase, in various regions of the world, of illicit economies as a mechanism to finance
violence and acts of terror including by the resurgent Taliban, ISIS, Hezbollah, Al-Qaeda, and other terrorist groups,
Recognizing illicit economies fuel corruption, organized crime, trade-based money laundering (TBML), terrorist
financing, chaos, insecurity and instability which impact many facets of our daily life as they undermine democracy,
corrode the rule of law, foster impunity, imperil effective implementation of national sustainability and economic
development strategies, contribute to human rights abuses, and inflame violent conflicts,
Deeply alarmed by the marriage of convenience between terrorists and transnational criminal organizations that
constitute a vital threat to international peace, justice national security, sustainability, and economic prosperity,
Understanding corruption and crime convergence are threat multipliers that harm the competitiveness of the private
sector; weaken democratic governance; finance transnational organized crime and terrorism; foster kleptocracies and
impunity; enable child sexual exploitation; the smuggling and trafficking of drugs, weapons, humans, counterfeits,
endangered wildlife and plundered natural resources, and other contraband; and imperil COVID-19 global economic
recovery initiatives, development, growth, prosperity and effective implementation of the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs),
Knowing that criminal organizations and terrorist groups are increasingly exploiting the new opportunities of the
current pandemic, and utilizing smart technologies and e-commerce, the Internet and dark web to carry out their
illicit activities with a veil of anonymity, and launder their dirty monies, thus creating unprecedented challenges in
preventing and combating new and existing forms of crimes,
Profoundly worried by the negative economic and social implications related to illicit economies, and convinced of
the urgent need to strengthen cooperation to effectively prevent and combat such criminal activities at the national,
regional and international levels, across emerging markets, free trade zones, and e-commerce marketplaces,
Calling upon all States and regional economic organizations to recognize the links between illicit economies,
transnational organized criminal activities and acts of terrorism, and work together urgently to prevent and suppress
these scourges, including through increased cooperation with members of the private sector and civil society,
Commending the U.S. Senate and U.S House of Representatives for considering a bi-partisan Congressional Caucus
Against Illicit Economies (CCAIE) to tackle illicit economies, crime convergence corruption, money laundering, TBML,
and threat finance,
Underscoring the need to combat threats to international peace, justice, national security, sustainability and
economic prosperity caused by terrorists and complicit criminals and malign actors by using all instruments of
national power, multi-dimensional capabilities, and whole-of-society approaches,

ICAIE reaffirms our global commitment to harness new leadership energies
with our partners to:

1.

Develop, implement, and evaluate prevention and risk management and mitigation strategies that address
the underlying causes, drivers, and risk factors of terrorism, illicit economies, and crime convergence that
threaten international peace, justice, national security, sustainability and economic prosperity;

2.

Launch innovative initiatives and projects to improve the quality and availability of data, market
intelligence, and evidence-based research on illicit economies and share such data, intelligence and
research, on a voluntary basis, to better understand the inter-connections and overlays of threats and
harms posed by illicit economies to all sectors including emerging trends, data analytics, and actionable
intelligence that help inform and execute enforcement and judicial action to counter terrorism, prevent
and end illicit economies, disrupt threat finance, and prosecute bad actors and criminal networks;

3.

Promote effective measures to deprive kleptocrats, transnational criminal organizations, and terrorist
groups of any illicit gains by advocating for the establishment of robust domestic frameworks for financial
investigations and trade-based money laundering (TBML), and welcoming greater Congressional
leadership including the creation of a strong platform against illicit economies;

4.

Elevate the fight against corruption and illicit economies as national security priorities, by encouraging the
US Government, and other governmental partners, to develop national strategies to prevent and combat
illicit trade, stolen assets and criminally-derived profits, threat finance, and illicit financial flows;

5.

Promote the appropriate utilization of artificial intelligence (AI), machine- and federated-learning, and
other innovative technologies by law enforcement and security agencies to interrogate data and fight all
crimes associated with illicit economies;

6.

Strengthen legal authorities, measures, and sanctions to address new, emerging and evolving forms of
crimes associated with illicit economies, organized crime, corruption, money laundering, and terrorism;

7.

Promote, facilitate and support technical assistance, including material support and training, with a view
to enabling law enforcement authorities to effectively prevent and combat predicate crimes associated
with money laundering and illicit economies, taking into account the specific challenges and the particular
needs of developing countries;

8.

Increase public awareness of how the convergence of crimes associated with illicit economies impact
public health and safety, economic recovery and development, and the security and stability of
governments and markets;

9.

Condemn and publicly expose threats and acts of kleptocracy, impunity, violence, and criminality, support
whistleblowing mechanisms and mobilize energies to help protect investigative journalists exposing
corruption, violent organized criminal activities, terrorist-financed campaigns, malign foreign influence,
and the expansion of illicit economies by today’ s bad actors and threat networks; and

10.

Strengthen cross-border coordination and cooperation at the international, regional and subregional levels
to establish formal and informal partnerships with governments, innovators, security experts, civil
society/non-governmental organizations (NGOs), academics, business leaders, and other stakeholders that
foster trust, collaboration, and collective action to counter terrorism, crime convergence, and illicit
economies.
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